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NEW ANIMAL GENUS NAT'ED IN HONOR OF 
UM ZOOLOGY PROFESSOR
MISSOULA--
Drunsonia com plex ipes ,  a new genus l i s t e d  in  th e  May 1971 i s s u e  o f  "N orthw est S c ie n c e ,"  
has  been named in  honor o f  a U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Montana zoology p r o f e s s o r ,  Dr. Royal Bruce Brunson
The naming b r in g s  to  f i v e  th e  t o t a l  number o f  an im als  l i s t e d  in  Dr. B ru n so n 's  honor .
comploxipcs i - i  a
Brunsonia  _L i n  layman’ s t e rm s ,  i s  a type  o f  m i l l i p e d e ,  a s m a l l ,  m u l t i - l e g g e d
a n im a l .
T h is  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e a genus was named in  Dr. B ru n so n 's  h ono r .  The s p e c ie s  b e a r in g
h i s  name in c lu d e  two ty p es  o f  w a te r  m ite s  and two ty n c s  o f  s n a i l s .
The genus and s p e c ie s  were in c lu d e d  in  a r e p o r t  on "The Eco logy , D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and
Taxonomy o f  th e  M i l l ip e d e s  o f  Montana '.lest o f  th e  C o n t in e n ta l  D iv ide"  by II. F ■ Loomis and
Rupert S ch m it t .
S chm itt  i s  a form er g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t  in  zoology a t  l!M who s tu d ie d  under  Dr. Brunson. 
S chm itt  i s  now an i n s t r u c t o r  a t  S k a g i t  V a lley  C o l le g e ,  M t Vernon,  W ashington..
"The r e p o r t  names 17 new s p e c i e s ,  two new g en e ra ,  1 new s u b - fa m ily  and 1 new fam ily
o f  m i l l i p e d e s , "  Dr. Brunson s a id .
Dr. Brunson i s  a re c o g n ized  a u t h o r i t y  on g a s t r o t r i c h a ,  a m ajor group o f  a q u a t ic  
a n im als .  He r e c e iv e d  h i s  B ache lor  o f  S c ien ce  d eg ree  from W estern M ichigan U n iv e r s i t y ,  
Kalamazoo, in  1938, and h i s  m a s t e r ’ s and d o c to r a l  d eg ree s  from th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M ichigan , 
Ann A rbor, in  1945 and 1947 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  He i s  th e  a u th o r  o f  numerous a r t i c l e s  on
i n v e r t e b r a t e s  and w a te r  b io l o g y .
Concerning th e  naming o f  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  Dr. Brunson s a i d ,  "The honor r e f l e c t s  
c r e d i t  on th e  whole d e p a r tm e n t— i t  i s  a s ig n  o f  e x c e l le n c e  in  th e  zoology f i e l d . "
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